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English 
This term we are reading 
‘Brightstorm’ by Vashti 
Hardy. We will be using the 
book as a stimulus for 
writing a number of 
different texts including 
descriptive writing and 
newspaper articles. 
 
Later in the term, our unit of work will be 
based on a short film called ‘The Piano’. 
Following this, we will study a poem called 
‘In a Boy’s Head’. Our non-fiction writing will 
be information texts. For all genres, the 
children will be editing and improving their 
writing. 
 
The children will 
continue to work on a 
on a different spelling 
pattern each week which will be reinforced 
through spelling homework and the weekly 
dictation. Please ensure that your child 
practises these words, as well as the words 
from the statutory lists for KS2, at home. The 
current list is in their orange spelling book. 
 
The grammar covered this term will include: 
relative clauses, modal verbs, techniques for 
building cohesion within a paragraph, linking 
ideas across paragraphs, commas, brackets 
and dashes, colons and semi colons. 
 
Reading continues to be a 
priority even if your child is a 
fluent reader. Please encourage 
your child to read regularly at 
home. 

Maths 
This term we will study a range of 
mathematical topics 
including: place value, 
using the four 
operations (addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication and division), fractions, 
angles, data handling and area. Please 
ensure that your child regularly practises 
their times tables. 
 

Science 
We will be learning about Living Things and 
their Habitats. 
This will 
include the life 
cycles of 
mammals, 
amphibians, 
insects and 
birds and the process of reproduction in 
some plants. 
 
In the second 
part of the 
term, we will 
study Animals, 
including 
humans. This 
topic focuses 
on the changes that occur during the 
human life cycle. We will notify  
you nearer the time as to when we will be 
covering this as you may want to take this 
opportunity to talk to your children at 
home in case they have any further 
questions.  
 



Other Subjects 
Our Geography 
topic will be Rivers. 
We will be 
researching the 
water cycle, water 
usage, the 
importance of water in our world and accessibility 
of water in different countries. We will be exploring 
the origins of rivers and examine the features of 
rivers. We will also look at the impact people have 
on river life. To support our work on rivers we will 
be visiting the ‘School on the River’ at Teddington 
Lock on Monday 13th June (5SK), Thursday 16th 
June (5I) and Friday 17th June (5T). 
 
In our D&T topic this term, the children will be 
designing their own moving toy incorporating a cam 
design.  
 
Our outdoor P.E. this term includes athletics, cricket 
and rounders. Indoor P.E. 
will be yoga and handball. 
Children will need to make 
sure they take their kit 
home for washing on a 
Friday and return it on a 
Monday. Please ensure that all clothing is clearly 
labelled.  
 
In RE we will be looking at how the Christian 
message has survived for over 
2000 years. We will finish the 
term by studying Sikhism. Our Big 
Question for the topic is ‘What 
does it mean to be a Sikh?’  We 
will learn about the main beliefs 
and practices of Sikhs and how 
they show their commitment to 
God.  
 
In PSHE we are learning about relationships with a 
focus on both the positive and negative aspects of 
online relationships. We will reflect on the rights 
and responsibilities and safety elements of 
belonging to an online community or social 
network. We will also cover Puberty as part of our 

sex education. More information about this will 
follow. 
 
In Computing, the children will 
be creating their own internet 
safety websites using html. 
Later on in the term, we will be 
using Sketch Up. This is a 
software used by architects  and the children will be 
using this to design buildings and spaces. 
 
In French our topic is ‘En route pour l’ecole’ where 
we will learn how to give simple directions and 
learn familiar landmarks in a town.  
 
Our Aural Awareness Music topic will help the 
children to develop their musical listening skills and 
appraise a piece of music. They will also gain 
knowledge of composers, musical styles and 
instruments of the orchestra. 
 

General Information 
National Archives Trip 
We will be visiting the National Archives in Kew this 
half term as part of our topic on Rivers. The dates 
are as follows: 23rd June 5T/5SK   7th July 5I 
 
Jubilee Pause Day 26th May 
 
Year 5 Assembly 27th May 
Parents are invited to come and see Year 5 share 
what they have been learning. More information to 
follow. 
 
Book Look 
You will have the opportunity to sign up to see your 
children’s books on Thursday 9th and 10th June. 
More details to follow. 
 
Equipment 
Please ensure that your child is equipped for the 
day ahead with a handwriting pen, rubber, and 
pencil in a suitable pencil case.  
 
Thank you again for all your support. We are 
looking forward to a positive and productive term. 
 

Mrs Inman, Miss Tucker, Mrs Kelly & Mrs Sinclair 
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