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Upcoming Dates
January

14th Reception Cake Sale
21st Y2 Cake Sale
26th R, 1,2 Perform Workshop
28th Y6 Cake Sale

February
4th PreSchool Cake Sale

8th 9th Parent Teacher Meetings
11th Last Day of Half Term
21st First Day of Half Term
23rd Netball Tournament
25th Y1 Cake Sale

March
1st Y5&6 Greece
4th Y5 Cake Sale
16thBoys Football Tournament
18th Y4 Cake Sale
18th Friends Quiz Night
28th Easter Pause Day
29th Egg Rolling

31st-1st Y4 Residential
April

1st Last Day of Term
19th INSET Day
20th First Day of Term
22nd School of Rock

Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of our assemblies this week, I asked the children to think of
three words to describe themselves. I am sure that you will be pleased
to hear that ‘kind’, ‘friendly’ and ‘caring’ were the most popular,
followed by ‘creative’, ‘adventurous’, ‘noble’ and ‘sporty’.

Alongside a busy week of learning, some children have also
participated in ‘bike-ability’ (Year 6), swimming (Year 3) and an
amazing dinosaur workshop (Reception).

We appreciate that sometimes children do not always communicate
what they have been learning in school (hopefully you don’t get the
answer ‘nothing’ or ‘can’t remember’!!), so to guide you we have now
added detailed curriculum maps and the spring term newsletters in
the pupils’ section of the website.

The Governors conducted a virtual monitoring visit for reading and a
report of this is published in the governors’ section of the website.

With the temperatures dropping, please ensure your children are
wrapped up warmly and all clothing is named.

Warm wishes,
Ms Helen Swain

Headteacher

We will be saying a fond farewell to Lorraine
Dillamore on the 20th January. She has been
part of the Admin Team for 15 years and has
been instrumental in organising clubs and
sporting events, amongst other things. A great
team player; she will be sorely missed. I am
sure that you will join us in thanking her for
all her time, hard work, love and care of the
children over the years. We wish her well on
her new adventures as her husband is
whisking her away on term-time holidays,
starting with Florida and Mexico.

We have successfully recruited Hayley Brown to join our Admin
Team. I am sure that you will join us in welcoming her to the
SMSP school community.

Farewell

And welcome…



Page 2 of 7www.smsponline.co.uk

A Kind of Spark
by Elle McNicoll

Book of the Week

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns
for a memorial in memory of the witch trials that took place in her
Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's more to the story of these

'witches', just like there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how the
people in her town see her, and her autism, and make her voice

heard?

Parents are requested NOT to allow their child to bring in foods
containing nuts and/or sesame into school as we have children
and staff with severe allergies to these foods, some as severe as
airbourne sensitivity. Foods to watch out for are: cookies, sweets,
pastries, pies, crusts, choco- late especially: kinder, nougat and
marzipan, cereals, granola, grain breads, energy bars, honey,
mortadella, sauces, salads and salad dressings.

Richmond Council Fitness Offer: You can
get 50% off Junior Sports Courses at
Teddington, Whitton, and Sheen. Available
courses include Gymnastics, Karate, and
Judo. Please call 020 3772 2999 to book now.

Join Feel Good Fitness today and pay no
joining fee. T&C’s apply. Please call 020 3772
2999 for more information.

New
Date

School of Rock
Friday

22nd April

Food Allergies

External offers
for parents

Philosophy for Children
In the newsletter, we will pose a question that you and your child or your
family can discuss…..remember to listen and respect each other’s views!

Don’t worry about whether your answer is right or wrong. It is the process of
thinking and trying to explain your ideas that is important.

Would you rather be a giant or the same
size as a mouse?
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The Reception children received a ROARsome visit
from Sophie the T-Rex and some of her dinosaur
friends this week to mark the start of their Dinosaur
topic. After their exciting visit each class took part in a
'Life Long Ago' workshop, uncovering fossils and
discovering many facts about a wide variety of
dinosaurs.

"I liked touching the baby dinosaur."

"We digged up the fossils in the sand. We
were like real life dinosaur explorers!"

"I want to be a palaeontologist when I
grow up."

"I loved the big T-Rex Sophie because the T-Rex is my
favourite dinosaur."

"We looked for fossils and we found dinosaur bones"

"When we took a photo the dinosaur
was posing a bit funny!"

Dinosaur Workshop
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Year 6 Bikeability

“I liked learning about road safety with my friends. I was nervous at
first but then I really enjoyed it; I wish I could do it again.”

Hamilton

“This week, some of year 6 went to bikability training
and we had a lot of fun while learning about different
techniques. We learned about how to u-turn, signal,
look back and contact with drivers. It is an experience I
will never forget.”

Carina

“Bikeability was really fun . On the first day we
practised signalling, stopping and getting pedal ready.
The next day we went on the road, and the last day we
got to go at the front and get navigated. We also got a
badge and certificate at the end.”

Peyton

“It was tiring but fun and it was nice to get some fresh
morning air.”

Theo

“In bike training I learnt a lot! We went on the road on day 2 and
practised many things whilst being safe. We all had a chance to be at
the front which was very exciting. They taught us how to be safe on
the road and many other things (u-turns, signals). I really enjoyed
bike training.”

Darcy

This week marked the start of the cycle training course (Bikeability
Level 2) for Year 6 pupils. Thank you to the Road Safety Team from
the borough for providing such a valuable course for our children,
they have thoroughly enjoyed it.

The Children's Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza DBE, has recently published a guidance
document for parents helping to support them to understand online sexual harassment. It is a
sensitive topic, and not one all parents feel comfortable discussing with their children.

The report and poster 'The things I wish my parents had known…' can be downloaded here:
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-
harassment-a-guide-for-parents/

The things I wish my parents had
known…about online sexual harassment
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This Week’s Achievers

Reception
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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ASD  
Parent/Carer Support Group 

 

 

Friday 28th January 2022 
 

9.30 to 10.45am 
Virtual Meeting via Google Meet 

 
This meeting will be a general chat and support for each other with any 

issues that you might be having. 
 

Please let me know if you would like to join. 
Thank you 

Jane Pidduck (e-mail  jpiddu2@grandavenue.kingston.sch.uk) 
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About the Webinar 
‘Understanding Autism’ is one of the Autism Seminars for Families which provides 
information and advice to parents and carers of children who have received a 
diagnosis of autism or are on the pathway for an assessment of autism. 
 
The webinar will help families to: 
> develop an understanding of autism 
> discuss experiences of getting a diagnosis 
> identify how autism can affect families 
> explore practical ideas for developing communication strategies 
Seminar cost? 
The cost is free while the seminars are being delivered as a shortened webinar 
during the school day and will be limited to 30 people on a first come first 
served basis.  
 
How to book a place 
Please complete the registration form by following this link -  
  https://forms.gle/fDDhjaNHDKY22YDD8  
 
or contact the webinar facilitator below for more information. 
Name: Jane Pidduck 
Email: jpiddu2@grandavenue.kingston.sch.uk 
Telephone: 020 8399 5344 
 
As places are limited please only book a place if you are able to attend and let me 
know ASAP if you know that you can no longer attend, so that I can give that place 
to someone else. 

Now delivered virtually as a 
webinar on Wednesday 2nd 
February from 9.45 to 
11.45am 


