
 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
 

papyrus A type of ancient paper 
used by the Egyptians. 

sarcophagus A stone container for a 
body. 

irrigation A system of canals or 
channels Egyptians dug to 
supply water to grow crops. 

hieroglyphics A system of writing that 
used pictures and symbols 
(hieroglyphs) instead of 
letters.’ 

cartouche An oval shape in which the 
names of kings and 
queens were often written 
in hieroglyphics. 

pharaoh A ruler of ancient Egypt. 

mummification The process of preserving 
the flesh of a body by 
embalming it and drying it 
out. 

canopic jar Small containers that 
would hold the internal 
organs of a mummy. 

Akhet The season of the year 
when the Nile river flooded. 
A very important time of 
year in the desert! 

  

 

The Ancient Egyptians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area near the River Nile that flooded 

was known as the Black Land. Areas 

further away were known as the Red 

Land. They relied on the Nile’s flood 

to grow crops and farm. 

Timeline 

3100 BC 

The Egyptian 

State is 

founded.  

3200 BC 

Hieroglyphics are 

used to keep 

trade records.  

51 BC 

Cleopatra’s 

reign begins.  

2555 BC 

The Giza 

Pyramids are 

built.  

30 BC 

Egypt becomes 

part of the 

Roman Empire. 

1332 BC 

The 10-year reign 

of Tutankhamun 

begins.  

196 BC 

The Rosetta 

Stone is carved.  

 

 

 

30BC 


