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What is phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly
and skilfully. Children are taught how to:
 recognise the sound that each individual letter
makes
 identify the sounds that different combinations of
letters make - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’
 break words down into individual sounds
 blend these sounds together from left to right to
make a word.
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Key ideas
 Sounds are represented by letters.
 A sound can be represented by one letter or a

group of letters (single sound/ digraph).
 The same sound can be represented by
different letters e.g. l aw n, p or t.
 The same letter/s may represent more than
one sound e.g. b ea d, h ea d.
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Key words
Phoneme – a unit of sound.
Grapheme – a letter or a number of letters which
represent a sound.
Blending – merging sounds together to pronounce a
word.
Segmenting – breaking up a word into its individual
sounds.
Digraph – two letters which represent a sound e.g. ar, oo,
sh.
Split Digraph – two letters making one sound, that have
been split up by a consonant sound.
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Trigraph – three letters which represent a sound e.g. igh.

How do we teach phonics at SMSP?
 Writing and reading in every lesson
 4x 30 minute lessons per week but phonics feeds into
other parts of the day regularly.
 Review the graphemes individually and encourage
children to read and write words containing them.
 Phonics games – phonics dice, sorting words by spelling
pattern, making up own alien words, bingo etc.
 Lots of discussions about the words we come across.
 Robot talk
 Sound buttons
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The Phonics Screening Check 2021
 The Phonics Screening Check is a statutory Year 1
assessment that started in 2012.
 Last year, the Phonics Screening Check did not take
place for children in Year 1. Instead, Year 2 children
will take the assessment in Autumn 2.
 The check is designed to confirm whether individual
children have learnt phonic decoding and blending to
an appropriate standard.
 There will be 40 words that your child will be asked to
read, 20 real and 20 nonsense words.
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The two sections
 Section 1
Words containing sounds which were introduced at
the beginning of reception so should be very familiar
e.g. cat, shin.
 Section 2
Words containing digraphs or trigraphs which were
taught later in Reception or during Year 1 e.g. book,
zoo, portrait and fape.
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What will happen during the
check?
 Each child will sit one to one with their own class
teacher.
 There is no time limit. The children can take as long
as they like.
 Most children take approximately 10 minutes.
 The children are encouraged to sound button, sound
out and blend each word to support accurate
reading.
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Pseudo-words/alien words
 Pseudo words are ‘fake’ words.

 Each pseudo word will be accompanied by a picture of an
imaginary creature.
 The picture is used to provide a context for the word they
are being asked to decode.
 These words are included as they will be new to all pupils;
they do not favour pupils with a good vocabulary or visual
memory of words.
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Alien words…
§shuck
§larg
§thoal

§ strighm
§ krafe
§ troib
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Things children find difficult
 Identifying split digraphs in words a_e,

e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e
 Being able to segment words but
blending incorrectly e.g. furnip/funip
 Confusing letter strings with digraphs e.g.
strom, storm
 Complicating simple words e.g. nog/noag
LP

How you can help
Helping your child with phonics
Phonics works best when children are given plenty of
encouragement and learn to enjoy reading and books.
Parents play a very important part in helping with this.
Some simple steps to help your child learn to read through
phonics:
 Read regularly.
 Help to identify the tricky parts of words e.g. gl ue d.
 Look at the phonics information which is included in many of
the reading books.
 Use sound mats to focus on the sounds children do not know.
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Activities
 Words on the fridge.
 Highlight spelling patterns on a cereal box, in a comic or a
newspaper e.g. igh.
 Write out the alphabet as well as some focus spelling
patterns on a strip of paper and spell words by driving a car
to each sound in turn.
 Make up alien words by thinking of words that rhyme with
real words e.g. tig/lig/sig.
 Give instructions like a robot e.g. can you get your s o ck s?
 Sprinkle talcum powder/flour/rice/sand or jam on a baking
tray and use your fingers to write words.
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 Use letter names when telling your child which letters are
used to make the sound.
 Use sound buttons to help children to identify the
graphemes.
 There are many free interactive phonics games on the
internet. Look at:
www.phonicsplay.co.uk

www.letters-and-sounds.com
www.galacticphonics.com
www.ictgames.com
www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Video of sounds
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Frequently asked questions…
When will I find out if my child has reached the expected standard in
phonics?
If you don’t hear from us by the end of Autumn 2, you can assume that
your child has reached the expected standard in phonics and therefore
requires no further intervention. If your child does not meet the
expected standard, we will be in touch to discuss next steps and any
further intervention required.
What happens if a child does not pass the check?
 If your child has not met the expected standard in the Autumn
term, then they will retake the test in the June of Year 2.
 If your child is in Year 2 and they do not pass for the second time,
they will not have to retake the test in Year 3. However, they will be
be targeted for intervention by their class teacher to ensure they
achieve the expected standard.
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Any questions?
Please do come and ask if you would
like more information.
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