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St. Mary’s & St. Peter’s CE Primary School

Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have celebrated Harvest this week and I would like to thank
you for your generosity and support of the Richmond Foodbank.
Your donations will help those in need in our community.

Upcoming Dates
1st
5th
6th - 8th
11th
13th
14th
15th
20th - 21st
22nd
23rd
1st
2nd

October
Year 6 Cake Sale
Y2 Workshop (9am)
Y5 Residential
Flu Immunisation
Rec. Workshop (9am)
Individual Photos
Year 5 Cake Sale
Parent/Teacher Meetings
Y2 Scooter Training
End of Half Term
November
Inset Day
Start of Half Term

This week, I have thoroughly enjoyed reading some of the
children’s fabulous work. For example, Year 2 have written some
lovely letters to me detailing their wonderful suggestions as to how
we can improve the outside area and support the environment.
They are now hoping that the Friends will fund the purchase of
some soil, plant pots, trowels, watering cans and seeds.
Year 6 have written vivid recounts of their trip to Paccar Scout
Camp. A truly memorable experience for all! Thank you to the
amazing staff who led the adventure.
Next week, Year 5 are heading off on their residential trip. Lots of
fun and excitement to be had and we wish them the very best.

ip
T
y
t
e
f
a
S
e
n
i
l
n
O
I

G
E
P
g
n
i
d
an
Underst atings
R
uying
when b

idance on the content
u
g
e
d
i
v
d
ro
ted base
nd give
atings p
PEGI R es. They are ra lty of a game a out more
d
m
cu
video ga r than the diffiat to expect. Fin below:
h
ing
rathe
idea of wria for each rat
n
a
s
t
an
n
e
par
e crite
bels-me
a
l
e
h
t
about th
t-do
nfo/wha
.i
i
g
e
p
/
https:/

www.smsponline.co.uk

With warm wishes,
Ms Helen Swain
Headteacher

#HelloYellow is a
fundraising
and
awareness day that
takes place each year
on World Mental
Health Day. People across the UK come together
and dress in yellow to show young people that they
aren’t alone with their mental health. We invite the
children to wear yellow to school on Friday 8th
October and kindly ask for a donation
of £2 to help raise vital funds for the Young Minds
charity to continue their work. The children can
wear an item of yellow clothing or dress entirely
in yellow! They do not need to wear school
uniform. Many thanks for your support.
https://www.justgiving.com/smsp
Page 1 of 6

Harvest Pause Day
This Tuesday was our Harvest Pause
Day. Across the school, the children
paused to reflect on the importance of
being thankful, harvest celebrations
around the world and how foodbanks
support people in need. Some beautiful
harvest artwork was created including
some wonderful sunflower pictures.
During our collective worship, Oliver
McMullen from Teddington Baptist
church spoke to us about the importance
of being thankful. We also learnt a bit
more about the Richmond Foodbank
who we are supporting this year for our
harvest appeal. Many thanks to all who
brought in donations. It was wonderful
to see so many items!

For Pause Day, in year 6, we researched
how other countries celebrated Harvest.
We found out that every country has
different traditions. We also talked
about what we are thankful for and
created a thankfulness tree with painted
leaves. I think it's important to have a
Pause Day because it is a time when
people donate and share baskets of food
with people in need.
Alice (6RO, RE Steering Group)
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Year 6 Advocate Interviews
Mary Hawes, Chair of Governors and I really
enjoyed interviewing the Year 6 children for the
Advocate roles this week. We were both extremely
impressed with their preparation and confident
responses to the questions asked. We were
delighted that all the children put themselves
forward for the roles, often citing the fact that they
remembered how previous advocates had helped
them. As we still have a few more children to
interview, decisions will be made next week. Well
done Year 6!
Ms Swain
Interviewing Year 6 for Pupil Advocate roles is one
of the highlights of my year. I was impressed by
what a thoughtful, articulate, funny group of
young people they are. Parents and teachers
should be very proud.
Mary Hawes

Philosophy for Children
In the newsletter, we will pose a question that you and your child or your
family can discuss…..remember to listen and respect each other’s views!
Don’t worry about whether your answer is right or wrong. It is the process of
thinking and trying to explain your ideas that is important.

If you were the headteacher,
what rule would you make for the school?

Book of the Week
Inch and Grub

by Alastair Chisholm and David Roberts
Inch and Grub are cavemen. Grub’s cave is bigger, and he says that
makes him the best. So Inch adds a water feature to his cave. But Grub
has made fire! So Inch makes a chair. And a house. And a CAR. Grub,
meanwhile, has made a castle and a train and a radio! And so the
contest spirals and spirals … until they each have a HUGE wobbling
pile of STUFF. But what happens when the piles collapse?
A funny story about being competitive and how STUFF
is not what matters in life.

www.smsponline.co.uk

Page 3 of 6

This Week’s Achievers

Reception

1
Year

Year 3

Year 2

Year 5

Year 4

Year 6
www.smsponline.co.uk

Page 4 of 6

Now delivered virtually as a
webinar on Wednesday 20th
October from 9.45 to
11.45am

About the Webinar
‘Understanding Autism’ is one of the Autism Seminars for Families which provides
information and advice to parents and carers of children who have received a
diagnosis of autism or are on the pathway for an assessment of autism.
The webinar will help families to:
> develop an understanding of autism
> discuss experiences of getting a diagnosis
> identify how autism can affect families
> explore practical ideas for developing communication strategies
Seminar cost?
The cost is free while the seminars are being delivered as a shortened webinar
during the school day and will be limited to 30 people on a first come first
served basis.
How to book a place
Please complete the registration form by following this link https://forms.gle/ca65b8Z3eXRBp2y56
or contact the webinar facilitator below for more information.
Name: Jane Pidduck
Email: jpiddu2@grandavenue.kingston.sch.uk
Telephone: 020 8399 5344
As places are limited please only book a place if you are able to attend and let me
know ASAP if you know that you can no longer attend, so that I can give that place
to someone else.

www.smsponline.co.uk
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Dear Parents and Carers,
As you may already know, OFSTED and the CQC conducted a Joint Local Area SEND
Inspection of Richmond during June this year. You can read their report here:
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50168634
As a result of the inspection findings, the Local Authority in Richmond are required to submit
a Written Statement of Action. This will address the areas of considerable weakness in the
local area's transition arrangements, particularly after the age of 16 years. These will be
covered in one Written Statement of Action to address the following:
• Young people's needs after the age of 16 are not identified early or well enough.
• The annual review process [requires improvement].
• The objectives in EHC plans are not focused sharply or early enough on developing

the independence of children and young people.
• Transition pathways in health are not embedded across the full range of services.

The Department for Education (who will supervise the creation and implementation of the
Written Statement of Action) want to ensure that parent views and experiences are reflected
in the Statement.
We would like to invite all parents of children with SEND (not just those with EHCPs or
older children) to contribute to the consultation. There are 3 ways to do this:
1) Virtual parents only drop in sessions on Thursday 7th October. The sessions will run
between 10.30am – 12.00pm and 8.00pm - 9.30pm on Zoom, please email
information@richmondpcf.org.uk for the meeting link.
2) The Local Authority in Richmond will run in person workshops on Monday 11th October
between 11.00am – 1.00pm and 7.30pm – 9.30pm at York House, Twickenham TW1
3AA. Representatives from the PCF will be there to help facilitate the sessions, support
parents and provide feedback from parents that are not able to attend. Please complete this
form if you would like to attend:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexAvm7K4D2lB2558hGMpKrTonC6jnKA1ydz1OHs_XBTE7Xw/viewform?fbclid=IwAR1vOwd9x24gQHKydlPQdJRQpAQ0P1Piugzj5yDKdl8mdJ0bJ0ljwc_HCc
If you have any difficulty using this form please email:
yeasmin.murtaza-ali@achievingforchildren.org.uk or call 07564 047665.
3) Online Survey https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PfAinRichmond
Parents can also email their ideas to us at information@richmondpcf.org.uk or arrange a 1:1
telephone consultation with a member of the Richmond PCF Steering Group.
This is one of the best opportunities parents will ever have to make their voices heard and
really change how things are done in Richmond.
Many thanks
Claire Richmond
Richmond PCF Co-chair
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