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10th September’21  
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome back to all our families and a warm welcome to new families joining our school. It has been 
a lovely start to the term. The children are clearly relishing being back at school with their friends and 
enjoying their learning. The staff are hugely excited about the year ahead, and we thank you in 
advance for your support and positivity in the coming months. 

We would like to bring to your attention to a few things for the start of this new academic year. 

STAFFING NEWS 

Siobhan Gadsby left SMSP at the end of last term. We would like to thank her for all she did for the 
school and we wish her every happiness for the future. 

We would like to welcome a number of new teaching staff this term: Lauren Pickering in Sycamore 
Class, who is also our new KS1 Leader; Lilly Coward joins the Reception team in Oak class; Becca Milne 
joins the Year One team in Cedar class and Ellen Roberts joins the Year Six team in 6RO. Do look out 
for messages from them when we introduce them in next week’s newsletter. 

We are also pleased to welcome Francesca Bergamin, Hana Borsley and Helen Schramm to our 
Teaching Assistant team. 

A very warm welcome to them all. 

CURRICULUM 

The year group teams have put together newsletters detailing the term’s learning. This will enable 
you to see what is covered and help you to support additional learning or research at home. These 
will be posted on the website. 

MEET the TEACHER 

We are looking forward to saying ‘hello’ to many of you at our ‘Meet the teacher’ evening next 
Wednesday. Please see our previous email for timings and where to go. 

COMMUNICATION 

If your contact details or your emergency contact details have changed, please email the office as 
soon as possible or collect a ‘new emergency contact form’ from the office. If your child is going to be 
absent for any reason, please use our absence line or Parentmail app before 8.45am. 

 



 

 

Urgent messages need to be communicated by telephone only to the Admin Team in the school 
office. If you would like to contact the class teacher or Senior Leadership Team, please 
email info@smsp.richmond.sch.uk and your message will be passed onto the relevant member of 
staff. 

UNIFORM 

It is lovely to see all the children looking so smart at the beginning of term. Please ensure your child 
continues to attend school in full uniform, including black shoes. It is also important, for health and 
safety reasons, not to allow children to wear jewellery to school. Thank you for your cooperation in 
this matter. Please see our attached uniform policy. 

CALENDAR DATES 

We hope to have finalised the school diary and have the details on the website early next week. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals, you can 
use the following link Free School Meal Eligibility Checker (lgfl.org.uk) Please do this even if your child 
is in Reception, Year One or Year Two and already receives a universal free school meal, as you and 
the school may receive other benefits. Please note, eligibility for FSM is not backdated so apply as 
soon as possible. 

WATER BOTTLES 

Please ensure you send your child in with their own, labelled water bottle as it is important for 
children to stay hydrated and be able to access their own water whilst in the classrooms. 

MEDICATION 

It is vital that we have the right medication in school for your child. Please ensure you keep the 
school up-to-date with your child’s medication as well as any changes to their plan. If we have 
contacted you regarding out of date or due to expire asthma pumps or epi-pens, please do send the 
most recent medication in as a matter of urgency. 

ALLERGIES 

There are several children at SMSP who have allergies. Our kitchen provides only food that is non-
allergenic, and we insist that all packed lunches and snacks from home do not contain nuts, seeds 
and sesame. Foods to look out for include: hummus, sushi, cereal bars, cookies, marzipan, nougat, 
kinder chocolate and mortadella. 

Thank you. 

With best wishes for a happy and successful year, 

Helen Swain and the SMSP team 
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