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 MAY  ‘21 
28  End of Half Term 
 JUNE   ‘21 
7 Term Begins 

REMINDER!
If you enjoyed our virtual author visit last week 
from Mark Robertson, don’t forget you can order 
some of his titles through the Parentmail shop. 
He’ll even sign your copy for you.  The deadline 
for orders is midnight on Friday 14th May.
Ms Winter

  TEDDINGTON HOCKEY CLUB

Exciting Free Hockey Opportunity Teddington 
Hockey Club are putting on some free 
community sessions for local primary school 
children of all ages who are not already part of 
their club. They are running free sessions every 
Tuesday during the month of May from 17.00-
18.00 at Teddington School. We would love for 
some children from SMSP to get involved!
If you would like your child to attend please 
email Neil Guilder thccoaching@gmail.com and 
let Mrs Fernandes know if your child is attending.

  PARENT CORRESPONDENCE

If you need to contact a staff member please 
only do so through the info@smsp.richmond.
sch.uk email or the staff member’s year group 
email e.g. year-six@smsp.richmond.sch.uk. Info@ 
is checked every school day whilst year group 
emails are checked on an ad-hoc basis. 

I like numbers and there is a number 10 on my 
back 
Nina (Reception)
We want to raise money for kids that aren't safe. 
Evie (Reception)
We have done number colouring and the maths 
mail game. Emilia and Djuna (Reception) 

Today during number day we 
have done lots of fun activities. 
In class we had to make a 3D 
shape out of marshmallows and 
tooth picks. Stan and I made a 
cube and counted the vertices, 
edges and faces.  The
marshmallows were too sticky 
at first but we got better at using 
them to stick the tooth picks 
together.  Next we all did a quiz 
and we had to do it against the 
other Y5 classes. We came 2nd 
because we found 
question 9 hard. It was great to 
test our maths in a race against 
the other 2 classes.  The quiz 
meant that we opened up the 
lock and Buddy an NSPCC 
mascot came to see us. 
Lucy & Stan Y5 

Number Day is a special day 
because it helps raise money for 
NSPCC. Buddy's challenge was 
super fun- I really liked it. Leo 3W

It's been really fun dressing up with 
numbers on us and our 
activities have been exciting! Lyla 
3F

Dear Parents
School life is certainly beginning to feel like it is returning to normality . It was lovely hearing the 
children in year 4 enjoying their singing lessons today and seeing all the children dressed up and 
enjoying Number Day activities. Thank you for all the funds raised so far for NSPCC as this is such 
as good cause.  
Many of our children have leapt back into school life full of enthusiasm and energy, but we are 
fully aware that the period of the pandemic has taken its toll and has had impact on many. So I am 
pleased to inform you that we are part of the Richmond Trailblazer Cluster. This programme will 
give us the opportunity to work with the NHS and the Local Authority to adopt a whole school 
approach to mental health and wellbeing in our school. The three main areas of support are:  
Supporting children and young people;  Supporting teachers and staff and Supporting parents.  We 
hope this will provide us with extra external support to help our young children and their families.
Justine Bateman

NUMBER DAY
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School Meals  
week beginning 10th May

Follow  WEEK 1  of the  
Spring/Summer menu

Best Class Punctuality  
week ending 7th May

Sycamore, Cedar, Beech, 5SK

Best Class Attendance  
week ending 7th May

Cedar

Whole School Attendance  
week ending 7th May 

98.12%

Moving on from picture books to chapter 
books, is a big and sometimes daunting step 
for many children and parents.  Pictures 
help us to decode words and understand the 
stories. Additionally, picture books are often 
shorter and do not require us to retain the 
story information after one reading session.
However, it is an important step in 
developing reading skills and with the right 
books this transition can be made easier and 
tackled in smaller chunks. So, don’t feel you 
have to jump your child straight in to Harry 
Potter as there are many books available, 
which are perfect introductions.
Firstly, there are many books which are in the 
‘chapter book’ format but each chapter is
 actually an individual story.  These are great 
to get children used to looking at a different 
format of book with fewer (but not no) 
pictures, whilst not necessarily having to 
retain as much information between reading 
sessions.  I would particularly
recommend the Wigglesbottom Primary books 
by Pamela Butchart in this category.
Secondly, there are some brilliant series of 
chapter books which include some pictures 
and have only a few chapters in total so the 
books feel less daunting to look at and the 
pages are not too text heavy.  I would
 particularly recommend the Claude series by 
Alex T. Smith and the Squishy McFluff series 
by Pip Jones.
There are also many early chapter book 
formats which are in the same series  as the 
bigger chapter books so children can read 
the same series and stories as older or more 
advanced readers, whilst still enjoying the 
security of less dense text and pictures.  Both 
Rainbow Magic Fairies and Horrid Henry 
series come in Beginner and Early Reader 
formats. 

Once your child is moving away from picture 
books and is happier in the new formats 
there are some great series of books which 
are smaller in thickness and so the children 
feel they get through the books quicker and 
feel the satisfaction of finishing a book more 
frequently.  Heidi Hecklebeck, The 
Dragonsitter, Flat Stanley, The Magic Tree-
house and Jack Stalwart books are all 
excellent series.

Next week I will look at some ways to move 
away from cartoon style books like Wimpy Kid 
and on to more text based stories.

If you have any questions or 
topics you would like me to focus 
on please email me at info@smsp.

Yesterday we had an assembly about 
GreenPeace which is a charity about 
defending the natural world.  The person 
who talked to us explained what positive 
things have been happening about our 
environment and what negative things 
have been happening. On the positive side, 
people have been going out to sea placing 
biodegradable bags filled with sand and 
seagrass seeds.  The purpose of planting 
seagrass is because experts say seagrass 
helps tackle the effects of climate change 
by absorbing carbon dioxide faster than trees.  It is a fascinating subject and it was very enjoyable 
listening about what had to be said.  Daisy 6B

 Y4-Y6 GREENPEACE

  LITTER PICKERS IN YEAR 4
Olive and Amber of  4O’C, decided that enough was enough!  
During their playtimes for the past two weeks, they have 
taken it upon themselves to clean up SMSP. Rather than 
joining their friends in the usual playground past-times, they 
decided that picking up litter was a much worthier cause! 
From empty milk cartons to break-time ‘Yo-Yo’ bar wrappers 
they have made the SMSP outdoor areas a more pleasurable 
place to be. 
As well as thinking of our environment, the girls were meticu-
lous in dealing with the rubbish in a hygienic manner; using 
sticks found on the field as makeshift tongs, to collect it!
Well done girls…Greta Thunberg, watch out! 
“If a problem needs to be sorted, it needs to be sorted now!” 
Olive and Amber of 4O’C.

 ‘THE BIG ASK’ SURVEY
Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England, 
has invited all children and parents/carers to take part in 
an online survey to help plan priorities for our children’s 
futures.   ‘The Big Ask’ is the largest ever survey of 
children and young people in England and will be used 
to show the government what children are thinking and 
what they feel they need to live happier lives.  Please find 
the link below to participate in ‘The Big Ask’.  https://www.
childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask

 MATHS WITH MICHAEL
‘Maths with Michael’ is a really 
good resource for parents. There 
are short videos explaining 
methods that we teach in school 
for maths; we hope you find 
these useful. Go to
https://whiterosemaths.com
Justine Bateman 

RECEPTION ACHIEVERS YEAR 1 ACHIEVERS 



YEAR 2 ACHIEVERS YEAR 3 ACHIEVERS 

YEAR 4 ACHIEVERS YEAR 5 ACHIEVERS

YEAR 6 ACHIEVERS


