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Our school is a Church of England School and works in partnership with our two 
local parish churches, St Mary with St Albans and St Peter and St Paul’s. We 
aim to reflect the values, traditions and beliefs of the Christian Faith and 
therefore our Spiritual Values underpins everything that we do, where our 
Christian vision of ‘Life in all its fullness’ applies to all areas of our school, 
including Mathematics.  The two great commandments given by Jesus to ‘love 
God’ and ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ forms the basis of our school life as 
well as being evident in every relationship across the St Mary’s and St Peter’s  
(SMSP), school community.  We believe high standards of care and love are an 
integral foundation in the quality of teaching and learning across the whole 
curriculum.  

SMSP fully recognises its moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and 
promote the welfare of all pupils. Our Mathematics Policy is one of a range of 
documents which set out the safeguarding and curriculum responsibilities of the 
school. We wish to create a safe, welcoming and vigilant environment for 
children where they feel valued, respected and challenged. 

At SMSP we believe Mathematics to be a practical and creative subject that 
enables us to make sense of the world around us. It is an investigative subject 
which allows children to ask questions, and to find answers through hands on 
discovery, acquisition and application of skills. 
 
Mathematics is a universal language which provides pupils with the essential 
skills to solve everyday problems. It teaches children to work logically and 
methodically, whilst making links between their work and the world around them, 
helping them to understand and change the world. 
 
Learning Mathematics at SMSP in a fun and cross-curricular way prepares 
children for the future, enabling them to develop cognitive and analytical skills in 
a range of contexts. 
 
Aims  
 
At SMSP our aims are; 
 

Vision Statement 
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• To provide stimulating and exciting lessons which are cross-curricular and 
produce a sense of awe, wonder and excitement amongst pupils. 

• To develop confident and motivated pupils with a positive ‘can do’ attitude, 
who understand the relevance of mathematics in our everyday lives. 

• To nurture the inquisitiveness in every child so they look forward to the next 
mathematical discovery. 

• To provide a range of stimulating, practical and relevant resources to fuel 
children’s imagination. 

• To give support to parents to enable them to help their child with 
mathematics. 

• To enable each child to reach their full potential and where necessary to 
provide appropriate support for this to happen. 

• To enable children to become reflective learners. 
• For children to achieve the appropriate National Curriculum levels for their 

age or above. 
• To learn different methods of calculation which they can apply in a variety of 

contexts, selecting the appropriate operations to find a solution.  
• For children to demonstrate their understanding through varied means 

(written, practical, tests). 
• To enable our pupils to use and understand mathematical language and 

recognize its importance as a language for communication and thinking. 

 
Teaching Guidelines 

 
Mathematics in the first place is a practical subject, which develops the concepts 
of data handling, shape, space, number, pattern and problem solving. In the 
Foundation Stage children have activities that develop these concepts and 
prepare the children for further mathematical studies when they are ready.  
 
From Reception to Y6 the school follows the National Curriculum for 
mathematics using a progression of teaching outlined by Abacus Active Learn 
scheme of work. This provides detailed guidance for the implementation of 
mathematics in the school, and outlines targets to be achieved by each year 
group by the end of each school year.  
 
Mathematics is taught as a discrete subject but is also integrated into the other 
subject area where appropriate. In this way pupils learn the place of mathematics 
in the world around them.  
 
Teachers use a range of learning and teaching styles, incorporating individual, 
pair, class and group work into lessons. Children are taught through discussion, 
practical activity, games, investigations, problem solving, recording and practice, 
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consolidation, and through the use of ICT. The teaching style and methods are 
varied according to the subject matter and the pupils being taught.   
 
Pupils develop mathematics through using a variety of methods: mental 
strategies, practical activities, written calculations, investigations, discussion, 
application of basic skills, problem solving and reasoning. 
 
Pupils of different levels of ability are catered for through the differentiation of 
activities provided for them. The pupils work in a variety of groupings dependent 
on a task. Ability groups are flexible and allow for transition between the groups 
as pupils improve their skills. This is generally implemented in a whole class 
setting, however in years 5 and 6, children are grouped by ability across the year 
group. 
 
Mathematics homework is given according to the school’s homework policy.  
 
Planning and Organisation 
 
Curriculum planning is managed in three phases. 
 

• Long Term Planning 
This follows the National Curriculum which details what is to be taught 
over the year and provides teaching guidelines and overall objectives for 
each year group for the whole year. 
 

• Medium Term Planning 
This organises the teaching of mathematics into half-termly sections. The 
planning is more detailed and the objectives are more specific in nature. 
This planning is developed by the teachers, who respond to the needs of 
their pupils. It also ensures a balanced distribution of work is undertaken 
across each term. Teachers predominantly use Abacus Active Learn as a 
scheme of work to support planning and ensure work is differentiated 
according to ability, however sometimes they use other schemes to react 
to the needs and abilities of their class. 
 

• Short Term Planning 
This details the mathematics curriculum over the week. Lessons are 
planned in detail and specific class or group objectives are set. 
 
The teachers collaborate on the planning of mathematics to ensure parity 
in provision and to share expertise. 

 
 
Monitoring and Assessment 
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Mathematics provision is monitored by the Mathematics Leaders who have 
dedicated classroom release time to undertake this. S/he monitors planning, 
classroom practice, displays, children’s work and attitude towards mathematics 
(via pupil voice) and evaluates data in order to set specific targets for progress. 
S/he also ensures all members of staff have appropriate training to enable them 
to deliver the curriculum to the expected standard of excellence. The 
Mathematics leaders receive training from the local authority to support them in 
their role of leader.  The leaders feeds back to the SLT on any observations 
made. 
 
Children are assessed formally at the end of FS, Year 2 and Year 6. These 
results are submitted to the borough. FS and Year 2 results are based on teacher 
assessment, Year 6 results are based on the end of year SATs. 
 
At the end of each academic year children are given a level based on teacher 
assessment. Parents are informed in their child’s annual report if their child is 
working at the expected standard, towards or if they exceed the national average 
for their age. 
In Years 1-6 children undertake a short summative assessment half termly to 
help inform teacher assessment. 
 
Weekly class targets, where appropriate, as well as daily objectives, are shared 
with the children so that they routinely understand what is expected of them 
during their lessons. The progress of each child is recorded by the teacher and 
entered onto a whole school assessment system (FFT). 
This record progresses with children throughout the school. 
 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
 
All classes consist of pupils of varying abilities and with varying needs, and our 
classroom practice ensures that most of these needs can be met within the 
classroom organisation. However, some children take part and benefit from some 
of their teaching occurring in a smaller group setting. 
 
In Key Stage 2 classes are sometimes set for Mathematics to ensure that 
effective support can be provided for pupils and so work can be differentiated 
accordingly.  
 
Pupils with SEN are identified by class teachers, who may set group or individual 
targets on an IEP in line with the school’s inclusion policy. Various intervention 
programs for Numeracy are in place. 
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