
St Mary’s & St Peter’s CE Primary School 
REMOTE LEARNING POLICY 
 
1.      The Educational and Pedagogical Rationale. 
Firstly, it is clear that no solution is perfect! The best place for children is in school, but at 
the moment that isn’t possible for the majority of children. Our offer is based on guidance 
from the DFE & OFSTED,  as well as good practice from a wide variety of other settings and 
organisations. We are advocating various approaches to learning. This will address our 
concerns about children’s exposure to excess screen time. All the evidence suggests there 
are clearly benefits to children seeing their teachers regularly and having proper 
conversations with them. It is also good and supportive for children to have teachers 
explaining key concepts and helping children with their misconceptions and queries.  
  
We do understand that families have many competing pressures upon them at this time, 
such as parental working commitments and when and how children can access devices and 
activities. We are trying to be mindful of this when setting tasks and expectations.  
So, for all these reasons we believe that a ‘blended approach’, a mixture of different 
formats, is the best way forwards for our children.  
  
2.      Our Learning Platform.  
 
The aim of our Google Classrooms is to provide the children with an interactive set of 
relevant and engaging daily curriculum activities which are set by their year group team. 
This will include age specific visual contact from a class teacher, alongside opportunities for 
pupils to have contact with their teachers about the lessons and activities they are engaged 
in, so that any queries or misconceptions can be addressed, and teachers can provide 
valuable and supportive feedback to them.  
 
  
3.      How much time should they be engaging in the learning: 
Based on DFE guidance we expect the following: 
 

Reception year Whilst there is no specific time requirement for Reception Children, it 
is hoped that children engage in activities set by teachers each day, but 
it is recognised that for young children their engagement may be 
varied. 

Key Stage 1  3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort, with less for 
younger children 

Key Stage 2 4 hours a day. 
 
That is the guidance, but the reality is that whilst we provide a timetable for learning 
activities, parents are best placed to decide if their children need a comfort break or change 
of routine. Often this can help children refocus. Equally, there may be some days when 
children do more time than the government guidance because they are engrossed in a 
project, and other days when they do less. 
 
 



 
4.      The SMSP ‘Learning Diet’:  
Reception: 
·     Live ‘assemblies’ with children (Tuesday to Friday) and Mr Logan’s assembly on a 
Monday. 
·     Recorded videos for phonics, handwriting, maths and topic, which can be viewed 
repeatedly. 
·     Voice over PowerPoints that parents can use with children as per their weekly timetable 
(these will explain new concepts or vocabulary). 
·     Live catch-up meetings with groups of children during the week (as arranged directly). 
These have a specific focus and the instructions for the meeting are sent with the 
announcement. 
·     Lots of activities on Google Classroom. 
 
Year 1 
·     Live ‘assemblies’(meetings) with children three days per week and Mr Logan’s assembly 
on a Monday.  
·     Recorded ‘as live’ videos for a variety of learning areas. 
·     Google catch up meetings with small groups to talk with children about their learning. 
·     Specific meetings with groups of children during the week where needed (as arranged 
directly by the teacher). 
·     Lots of activities on Google Classroom. 
 
Year 2 
·     Live ‘morning meetings’ with children four days per week and Mr Logan’s assembly on a 
Monday. This is to explain the tasks for the day and any tricky areas of learning.  
·     A recorded story which links to the learning activities 
·     Recorded videos for a variety of learning areas 
·     Google catch up meetings with small groups to talk with children about their learning. 
·     Specific meetings with groups of children during the week where needed (as arranged 
directly by the teacher). 
·     Lots of activities on Google Classroom. 
 
Key Stage 2 
·     Live ‘morning meetings’ with children four days per week. This is to explain the tasks for 
the day and any tricky areas of learning.  
·     Mr Logan’s assembly on a Monday, as well as other assemblies during the week. 
·     Recorded videos for a variety of learning areas to help explain tasks. 
·     Google catch up meetings with small groups to talk with children about their learning. 
·     Specific meetings with groups of children during the week where needed (as arranged 
directly by the teacher). 
·     Lots of activities on Google Classroom 
·         We are keen that the children have a range of other related activities and we will be 
posting a wide range of extension activities and other resource ideas such as BBC links in the 
Google Classroom - which we hope the children find interesting and valuable.  
  
 



 
5.      Daily meetings 
We have varied timings for daily meetings to enable families with siblings to be able to 
access these live activities: 
Year Rec. 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Time 9.15 10.30 11.00 9.15 9.45 9.30 9.00 
 Each year group will let you know which days these will take place. Please note that daily 
meetings and any ‘live’ teaching cannot be recorded and published for safeguarding 
reasons, although individual Google Meets when only one member of staff is involved will 
be recorded for safeguarding reasons. 
6.      Assessment and Feedback 
Teachers and other staff are constantly monitoring the children’s work on the Google 
Classroom and ensuring that all children are engaging fully. Any particular issues are 
discussed with individual children and parents as appropriate. Feedback needs to be as 
immediate as possible, which is why we are asking for children’s work to be uploaded daily 
if at all possible. Assessment will take place using a wide variety of methods. This will 
include assessing children’s uploaded work as well as other online programs with built in 
assessments. We are aware that this will not replace the systematic assessment that takes 
place normally in school, but it will be a good indicator for teachers in measuring pupil 
progress. 
7.      Children with additional needs and SEND 
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults 
at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with 
parents and carers to support those pupils with differentiated tasks, lessons from other 
year- group materials, alternative methods of recording, additional resources and advice 
and support. Online intervention resources and small group sessions  will also be used 
where appropriate. We encourage parents to get in touch if their children are finding things 
too difficult or easy and we will do what we can to make personalised adaptations. 
8.      Remote Learning for children who are self-isolating 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 
school, we will invite children to join our ‘rainbow room’, where teachers will post activities 
suitable to their age and ability and will engage with families through this process. The full 
package of remote learning will not be available in these situations. This is due to the 
challenges of teaching children both at home and in school. 
9.      For more information:  
 If you have any specific questions relating to individual year groups and work set, please 
could you contact the year groups directly. The email addresses 
are reception@smsp.richmond.sch.uk or the year group followed by the generic address 
e.g. year-three@smsp.richmond.sch.uk . 
Specific IT questions should be emailed to it@smsp.richmond.sch.uk . 
  
The school office is open during normal school hours for any general queries. 
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