Spring Term: Toys
Welcome back! We hope you all had an enjoyable holiday and are ready for another
exciting and fun-filled term. The following information will give you an idea of what
we are up to in school up until Easter. Now that the children are settled into the
routine of Year 1, we will not be sending out a weekly newsletter but instead will send
out information as and when necessary. Please do continue to ask if you have any
questions or concerns. Thank you once again for all of the fantastic support and help
you gave us during the first term.

English
The children will continue to learn to read and write: practising simple punctuation and
writing from their own experiences. They will look at stories with familiar settings and
with predictable and patterned language. Additionally, we will look at information texts
linked to our topic work. Regular handwriting practise will continue as we work towards
well-sized and correctly formed cursive letters. The children will practise their phonics
daily as they consolidate their understanding of the different ways of spelling the
sounds. Thank you for supporting the children with their reading practise at home; short,
fun sessions make such a difference.

Maths
We will continue to focus on developing children’s understanding of
number bonds, the properties of numbers, place value and addition
and subtraction. The children will also work on position and
direction, weight, time and shape. Please do look for opportunities
to reinforce this learning as well as mental maths skills at home,
for example by weighing out ingredients, telling the time for dinner
and playing counting on games etc.

History/Geography
The children will learn about toys and playground games from the past.
They will sort toys, look at how toys from the past are different to today
and consider the reasons why, as well as finding out what toys are like in
other countries. The topic will extend to the children’s sense of
chronology and their family history. If you have any books/resources at
home which you think may be useful, we would love to share them with the
children, or if you know of anyone who would like to talk to the children
about toys from their childhood, please do let us know.

Science
Our topic this half term will be ourselves. The children will
be looking at our senses, how to take care of our bodies and
thinking about how different parts of the body work. Next
half term we will be learning about seasonal changes and
gaining a better understanding of the weather.

P.E.
The children will be using the apparatus to practise their balancing, jumping,
rolling and team work skills. In outdoor P.E will continue to develop a range of
skills through team games and activities.
Please make sure your child has warm clothes (joggers/sweatshirts) for the
winter months.

Music
The children will be learning to identify different ways that
sounds can be made and changed. They will be developing
their listening skills and exploring how instruments can be
played in a variety of ways.

Art and D&T
We will be practising observational drawing skills by drawing
toys from the past as well as portraits of ourselves and others.
The children will make collage pictures and learnt to work with
new materials e.g. charcoal. We will also be designing and making
healthy fruit salads.

Computing
This half term we will be looking at entering instructions to use
programmable toys and then we will move onto filming the steps
of a recipe.

RE
The children will begin the term by learning about
Judaism. They will also learn about the importance of
Easter in the Christian calendar.

General Information
Homework: This term reading practise at home remains the key focus. Also please use
this overview to help to support and extend your child’s knowledge of current topics at
home. We will also be sending out weekly spelling lists for your child to practise in
order to improve spelling accuracy. We will hold weekly ‘quizzes’ to see which words the
children have learnt and the results of these will assist us in deciding which words to
send in the future. Therefore, children may be given the same word more than once.
Key Dates
 Parents’ Evening: Tuesday 6th February and Thursday 8th February. Please note
that both Miss Hay and Mrs Hamblett will attend both sessions for Cedar Class
as before.
 Phonics Screening Parents’ Talk: Tuesday 27th February at 9am. This
presentation will give you more information about how you can support your
child with phonics at home and tell you more about what the phonics screening
check will involve.
 Lookout Discovery Centre: Tuesday 13th March (all Year 1 classes)
 Cedar Class Assembly: Friday 16th March. Please join us at 9am in the hall for a
look at what we have been learning about this term. Each class from Year 1
upwards holds their own assembly once a year at SMSP. They are always an
entertaining and enjoyable event! Parents/carers/grandparents of the children
in the class involved are welcome to come and watch alongside the children in
KS1.
Key Summer Dates  Beech Class Assembly: Friday 4th May
 Maple Class Assembly: Friday 18th May
 Hampton Court Palace Trip: Tuesday 19th June (all Year 1 classes)
Kind regards,
Jo Hamblett, Natalie Hay, Chelsey Beales and Tom Kearns

